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Tauranga City Council 
Wastewater Management Review Committee 

Management Plan 
 
1. Introduction 

In November 2005 Environment Bay of Plenty granted resource consents 
to the Tauranga City Council for the expansion and operation of its 
Wastewater Scheme.  An extensive suite of conditions was imposed on 
the resource consents.  These included a requirement to establish a 
Wastewater Review Committee and prepare a Wastewater Management 
Review Committee Management Plan.   
 
The Review Committee is to operate in accordance with the Wastewater 
Management Review Committee Management Plan. These conditions are 
imposed on Coastal Permit N0 62878 in respect of the Wastewater 
Scheme.  The key relevant conditions are as follows: 
 

Condition 18.1 
The permit holder shall establish and retain, as a committee of the Tauranga 
City Council under clause 30 of the Seventh Schedule of the Local 
Government Act 2002, the Wastewater Management Review Committee 
(“Review Committee”) 
 
Condition 18.1.1 
The permit holder shall facilitate the role and function of the Review 
Committee by providing reasonable organisational and administrative support 
for the duration of the permit 
 
Condition 18.1.2 
The Review Committee required pursuant to condition 18.1 shall operate in 
accordance with the Wastewater Management Review Committee 
Management Plan 
 
Condition 18.1.3 
The permit holder shall submit the Wastewater Management Review 
Committee Management Plan, to the Chief Executive of the Regional Council 
or delegate for approval within three months of the commencement of this 
permit.  The permit holder may amend the Wastewater Management Review 
Committee Management Plan with the written approval of the Chief Executive 
of the Regional Council or delegate. 
 
Condition 18.2 
The Wastewater Management Review Committee Management Plan shall 
address: 

(a) the membership of the Review Committee; 

(b) the frequency that the Review Committee shall meet; 

(c) the meeting protocols of the Review Committee having regard to the 
customary practices of the tangata whenua of Tauranga Moana and 
shall operate in accordance with the principals of the Treaty of 
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Waitangi (especially the principals of consultation, active participation 
and partnership); and 

(c) the functions of the Review Committee 

This Wastewater Management Review Committee Management Plan 
(“Management Plan”) has been prepared in accordance with the above 
conditions. 

 
2. Membership of the Review Committee 

The membership of the Review Committee shall comprise equal numbers 
of Tauranga City Councillors and representatives of tangata whenua. 
 
As regards tangata whenua representation, it is considered preferable that 
the membership of the Review Committee should include: 

(a) Representation from Nga Potiki to recognise that Nga Potiki hold 
and exercise kaitiaki status over its rohe in which the Te 
Maunga Wastewater Treatment Plant (including ponds) are 
located and through which the wastewater pipeline traverses at 
Te Maunga, Mangatawa (Asher Block) and the Papamoa P2 
Block adjacent to the ocean outfall, and  

(b) Representation from iwi which hold kaitiaki status over the wider 
Tauranga Moana district, including that part of the coastal 
marine area in which the discharge of the treated wastewater 
from the ocean outfall disperses, namely Ngaiterangi, Ngati 
Ranginui, Ngati Pukenga and Te Arawa.  It is not envisaged that 
each iwi and hapu would be represented and that it would be 
appropriate that these iwi and hapu be represented by a 
representative or representatives appointed on the  
recommendation of the Tangata Whenua Collective (or 
successor) 

 
It is anticipated that the tangata whenua representatives on the Review 
Committee will report to and consult with the hapu and iwi they represent 
in relation to the exercise of their powers and functions as set out in this 
Management Plan and the conditions of the Coastal Permit N0 62878. 
 
Tangata whenua representation on the Review Committee does not affect 
the right of tangata whenua either individually or collectively to participate 
in or pursue any statutory procedures (under the Resource Management 
Act 1991 or otherwise) relevant to the operation of the Tauranga City 
Wastewater Scheme. 
 

3. Frequency of Meetings 
The Review Committee shall meet four times in the first year after its 
establishment and a minimum of twice a year thereafter to exercise the 
functions set out in Condition 18.3 of Coastal Permit N0 62878. 
 

4. Meeting Protocols 
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The Review Committee shall establish its own meeting protocols having 
regard to the customary practices of the tangata whenua of Tauranga 
Moana and shall operate in accordance with the principals of the Treaty of 
Waitangi (especially the principals of consultation, active participation and 
partnership). 

 
5. Functions of the Review Committee 

The functions of the Review Committee are set out in Condition 18.3 of 
Coastal Permit N0 62878 and are as follows: 
 

(a) To receive reports on the operation of the Wastewater Scheme, 
including reports in relation to monitoring and permit compliance, 
and to make recommendations to the Permit Holder on the 
development of Tauranga City Council’s policies in relation to 
wastewater management, treatment and disposal, particularly 
following the review of wastewater treatment in light of new 
technologies and standards addressed in the Monitoring, 
Upgrade and Technology Review Report required by Condition 
20 of Coastal Permit N0 62878. 

(b) To make decisions about the application of the Environmental 
Mitigation and Enhancement Fund established in accordance 
with Condition 19 of Coastal Permit N0 62878. 

(c) To make recommendations to the Permit Holder as to physical 
measures and initiatives to address or compensate for actual or 
potential effects of the Tauranga City Wastewater Scheme (in the 
broadest environmental sense).  

(d) Without limiting the generality of function (c) above, to make 
recommendations to the Permit Holder as to the implementation 
of the works to be undertaken in accordance with Permit N0 

62881, namely: 

(i) Decommissioning of the Te Maunga Sludge Pond and the 
future use of the pond. 

(ii) Conversion of the Te Maunga Oxidation Ponds to 
wetlands. 

(e) To make recommendations to the Permit Holder in relation to the 
independent consultant to be appointed to undertake the 
Monitoring, Upgrade and Technology Review Report required by 
Condition 20 of Coastal Permit N0 62878. 

(f) To make recommendations to the Permit Holder as to enhancing 
the involvement of tangata whenua in sampling, testing and 
monitoring. 

(g) Assessment of the scope and adequacy of sampling and 
monitoring. 
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(h) Notification to appropriate parties of activities that may have 
adverse effects. 

(i) To receive, review and recommend action following receipt of 
wastewater reports. 

(j) To recommend the commissioning of reports and future 
Tauranga City Council actions on wastewater management, 
treatment and disposal issues and options, including: 

(i) Development of alternatives to waterborne wastewater 
systems; 

(ii) Options for further treatments; 

(iii) Options for methods of disposal; 

(iv) Monitoring effects on the environment. 

(k) To co-ordinate and oversee education of the community on 
wastewater management, treatment and disposal issues. 

(l) To identify and make recommendations to the Permit Holder as 
to sources of funding which may be available to supplement the 
Environmental Mitigation and Enhancement Fund established 
pursuant to Condition 19 of Coastal Permit N0 62878 hereof and 
to be applied for the purposes specified in that condition. 

(m) To make recommendations to the Permit Holder as to changes to 
conditions of these permits pursuant to section 127 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991, in light of the exercise of the 
Review Committee’s functions, including reports received and 
information received as a result of monitoring, etc, or to avoid, 
remedy or mitigate actual or potential adverse effects associated 
with the operation of the Wastewater Scheme. 

(n) To foster robust relationships and dialogue between the Review 
Committee, the Permit Holder, the Western Bay of Plenty District 
Council and Environment Bay of Plenty in relation to wastewater 
management, treatment and disposal, particularly following the 
review of wastewater treatment in light of new technologies. 

(o) To make recommendations to Environment Bay of Plenty as to 
amendments to the conditions of these permits which could be 
implemented via a review under section 128 of the Act in 
accordance with Condition 22 of Coastal Permit N0 62878. 

(p) Prior to making any: 

i) Decisions as to the allocation of the Environmental 
Mitigation and Enhancement Fund in accordance with 
Condition 18.3(b) of Coastal Permit N0 62878 hereof or, 
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(ii) Recommendations to the Permit Holder in relation to 
physical environmental mitigation or enhancement or 
mitigation works in accordance with Condition 18.3(c) of 
Coastal Permit N0 62878 hereof; - 

the Review Committee will exercise its best endeavours to ascertain 
the existence of any persons or bodies who may have a particular 
interest or stake in the ecological health of the Tauranga Harbour 
(particularly the Upper Harbour/Rangataua Bay area) and to consult 
with those bodies or persons as to appropriate initiatives and 
measures to be so recommended (in accordance with Condition 
18.3(b)of Coastal Permit N0 62878) or undertaken (in accordance 
with Condition 18.3(c)of Coastal Permit N0 62878). As a minimum, 
the Review Committee shall consult with  

▪ Nga Potiki hapu and iwi of Ngaiterangi, Ngati Ranginui and 
Ngati Pukenga and Te Arawa and their respective hapu 
which hold kaitiaki status over the wider Tauranga Moana 
district, including any Working Group established by those 
hapu or iwi; 

▪ Environment Bay of Plenty and the Western Bay of Plenty 
District Council in relation to issues which may affect those 
councils in accordance with their function under Condition 
18.3(m) of Coastal Permit N0 62878 hereof. 

(q) Not later than one month following the first anniversary of the 
commencement of these permits and on each anniversary 
thereafter, the Wastewater Management Review Committee shall 
forward to the General Manager, Environment Bay of Plenty, a 
report on the exercise of its activities and functions, including 
where appropriate a report on the effectiveness of measures 
undertaken pursuant to the Environmental Mitigation and 
Enhancement Fund. 

(r) Not less than six months following the first anniversary of this 
permit and each fifth anniversary thereafter, the Wastewater 
Management Review Committee’s annual report shall contain a 
review of its activities over the previous five year period and 
recommendations for appropriate initiatives over the next five 
year period, including any recommendations for changes to 
conditions of these permits which may be considered necessary 
or desirable. This report shall be available at least three months 
prior to the date on which Environment Bay of Plenty is entitled to 
review the conditions of these permits in accordance with 
Condition 22 of Coastal Permit N0 62878 hereof. 

(s) A copy of this report shall also be provided to the Chief 
Executive, Tauranga City Council. 
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6. Amendments to the Management Plan 
As set out in Condition 18.1.3 of Coastal Permit N0 62878, the Wastewater 
Management Review Committee Management Plan may be amended with 
the written approval of the Chief Executive of Environment Bay of Plenty or 
delegate. 

 
7. Approval of the Management Plan 

The Chief Executive of Environment Bay of Plenty approved the Tauranga 
City Council’s Wastewater Management Review Committee Management 
Plan on  

 
 
 
 

---------------------------------------------- 
Chief Executive of Environment Bay of Plenty 

 
 
 

---------------------------------------------- 
Date 

 


