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Tauranga City
30 August 2024

Dr Diana Sarfati

Director General of Health
Ministry of Health

PO Box 5013

Wellington 6140

By email: karen.beirne@health.govt.nz

Dear Dr Sarfati

On Monday 26 August 2024, Tauranga City Council considered the current direction to
fluoridate the city’s water supply. The decisions made by Council at this meeting are attached
in full to this letter.

In accordance with the decisions made by Council, and in-line with the very considerable
concerns raised by some members of our community about the imposition of the fluoridation
programme, | would like to request an extension to the deadline to fluoridate Tauranga city’s
water supply until the judical review process currently underway is completed and the directive
reaffirmned in light of any directions of the court.

| am also requesting confirmation that, in the absence of an extension to the current 30
November 2024 deadline, fines will not be imposed or payment for capital works to date
related to the program witheld, if Council chooses not to fluoridate until the outcomes of the
judicial process referred to above are known.

| would be happy to discuss this matter with you, if that would be of assistance, and look
forward to your response.

Yours sincerely

Mahé Drysdale MNZM
Mayor of Tauranga
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Attachment 1 — Council decisions (26 August 2024)

RESOLUTION CO18/24/2

Moved:

Seconded:

Deputy Mayor Jen Scoular
Mayor Mahé Drysdale

That the Council:

(a)
(b)

(c)

()

(9)

Receives the report "Fluoridation of Tauranga City's Water Supply".
Requests of the Director General of Health:

(i) A further extension to defer fluoridation of Tauranga’s water supply until such
time as the judicial review court process on this matter is completed.

(ii) Assurance that Tauranga City Council will not be subject to financial penalty
should it not proceed to fluoridate the water until such time as the judicial
review court process is completed and the consequences understood.

Does not proceed with fluoridation of the water supply until the completion of
the judicial review court process, regardless of whether the extension in (b)(i) is
granted.

If the Director General of Health does not provide assurance re financial penalty
requested in (b)(ii) above, that the matter be reported back to Council for further
decision.

If following the Judicial review process Councils are required to fluoridate then
Tauranga’s water supply will be fluoridated.

Authorises staff to complete further investigation of options to provide a non-
fluoridated water supply for those who choose it.

Notes that staff will return to Council with a report in December 2024 outlining
options for a non-fluoridated water supply for those who choose it. This report
will provide information on costs and who pays those costs, risks and feasibility.



