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Tena koe Mahé
Community water fluoridation extension request

Thank you for your letter of 30 August 2024, seeking an extension to the compliance date for
the Director-General of Health direction to the Tauranga City Council to fluoridate the
Tauranga water supply.

| note that your letter seeks an extension until after the current judicial review process is
completed. As was confirmed by the High Court in the 16 February 2024 relief decision, the
directions to fluoridate remain valid. This was again confirmed in a recent decision of the
High Court on 24 May 2024, in which the Court dismissed a challenge which sought to
prevent a local authority’s implementation of the Director-General of Health’s direction to
fluoridate. That being so, | will not be granting your request for an extension, given it is based
on the state of the litigation processes.

As was outlined in my 6 June 2024 letter to Marty Grenfell, Chief Executive of Tauranga City
Council, Part 5A to the Health Act 1956 empowers the Director-General of Health to direct
councils to fluoridate water supplies and provides that councils must comply with the
Director-General’s directions. The recent decision of the High Court on 24 May 2024
confirmed the current directions are valid, and that councils subject to a direction are under a
statutory duty of mandatory compliance. | would like to highlight that under Part 5A,
contravening a direction is an offence, and the statute provides for potentially significant
penalties.

My team informs me Tauranga City Council is on track to implement fluoridation by 30
November 2024, and accordingly, | expect the council to meet its compliance date.
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Thank you for your ongoing collaboration as we work to improve the oral health of the
communities we serve.

Naku noa, na

e
L
Dr Diana Sarfati
Director-General of Health
Te Tumu Whakarae mo te Hauora

Marty Grenfell, Chief Executive Tauranga City Council

ce:
Marty.grenfell@tauranga.govt.nz




