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DRAFT TRADE WASTE BYLAW 2026 
 

 

First adopted 22 November 2004 Minute reference M04/105.3 

Revisions/amendments 31 July 2008 Minute reference M08/76.5 

 7 May 2019  M19/25.8 

 [TBC] 2026 Change to Local 
Government (Water 
Services) Act 2025 

 

Review date This bylaw is to be reviewed 10 years after date of last review 

Relevant legislation This bylaw was made under section 258(1)(b) of the Local 
Government (Water Services) Act 2025 

 

 

1. TITLE 

1.1 This bylaw is the Tauranga City Council Trade Waste Bylaw 2026. 
 

2. COMMENCEMENT 

2.1 This bylaw comes into force on [TBC] 
 

3. APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION 

3.1 Unless otherwise stated, this bylawBylaw shall apply to the whole of the city. 

3.2 This Bylaw applies to all Trade premises Premises within Tauranga City where Trade 
Wastes are discharged or sourced or are likely to be discharged to the Wastewater 
System, including Tankered Waste intended for discharge to the Wastewater System. 

3.3 This bylaw also applies to temporary discharges and tankered waste collected for 
the purpose of discharge to the wastewater system. 

3.4 Words which refer to the singular include the plural and the plural includes the singular. 

3.43.5 Reference to any act, regulation or plan or provision of any act, regulation or plan 
includes any amendment to that act, regulation or plan or any act, regulation or plan 
passed in substitution for it. 
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4. PURPOSE 

4.1 The purpose of this Bylaw is to control and monitor Trade Waste discharges in a way 
that supports the operation and maintenance of a wastewater system that: 

(a) aligns with Tauranga Taurikura, a city that values, protects and enhances our 
environment; 

(b) aligns with Tauranga Mataraunui, a city where people feel safe, connected and 
healthy; 

(a) protect the health and safety of people associated with the Wastewater 
System; 

(b) protect public health and the environment from the effects of Trade Waste 
discharges; 

protect the Wastewater System from damage, misuse and interference; 

(c) enable Tauranga City Council to complycomplies with Tauranga City Council’s 
or the Water Service Provider’sthe Resource Management Act 1991 particularly 
in respect to resource consents relating to the disposal of treated Wastewater, 
biosolids and discharges to air; and 

(c) manage the allocation of Wastewater capacity available to residential and Trade 
Waste customers. 

4.2 This Bylaw supports this purpose through: 

(a) classifying Trade Waste to manage different Trade Waste characteristics; 

(b) setting load and flow requirements to manage long-term, intermittent, or 
temporary discharges of Trade Waste to the Wastewater System at levels that 
enable compliance with Tauranga City Council’s or the Water Service Provider’s 
wastewater discharge resource consents; 

(c) establishing requirements for pre-treatment of Trade Waste prior to discharge 
into the Wastewater System; 

(d) providing for the sampling and monitoring of Trade Waste discharges; 

(e) providing a basis for permitting discharges from Trade Premises; 

(f) recovering costs associated with Trade Waste conveyance, treatment and 
disposal; 

(g) protecting the wastewater system from damage, misuse and interference; 

(h) encouraging correct storage of materials in order to protect the wastewater 
system from contamination; and 

(i) promoting Trade Waste minimisation, the use of cleaner production processes, 
and waste management (including sludges). 
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5. DEFINITIONS 

 
 

Term Definition 

Allowed 
Discharges 

means Trade Waste discharges that: 

(a) comply with all the physical and chemical characteristics set out in 
Schedule One and does not exceed a maximum volume of Trade 
Waste of 1m3/day; and 

(a)(b) are deemed by the Water Service Provider to be low risk and a pre-
treatment device is not required.  

Approved approved in writing by the CouncilWater Service Provider, either by 
resolution of the Council governing body of the Water Service Provider or 
by any authorised officerCompliance Officer of the CouncilWater Service 
Provider.  

Authorised Officer any officer of the Council or any other person authorised under the Local 
Government Act 2002 and authorised by the Council to administer and 
enforce its Bylaws. 

Bylaw  refers to the Tauranga City Council Trade Waste Bylaw 20192026. 

Compliance Officer any person appointed by the Water Service Provider to administer and 
enforce this Bylaw in accordance with section 278 of the Local Government 
(Water Services) Act 2025. 

Condensing Water 
or Cooling Water 

means any water used in any trade, industry or commercial process or 
operation in such a manner that it does not take up matter into a solution 
or suspension. 

ConsentConditional 
Discharges 

means a Consent in writing given by Council and signed by an Authorised 
Officer authorising a Person to discharge Trade Waste into the Wastewater 
System. means Trade Waste discharges that: 

(a) are Temporary Discharges and are not Allowed Discharges or 
Controlled Discharges; or 

(b) do not comply with one or more of the physical and chemical 
characteristics set out in Schedule One; or 

(c) exceed a maximum volume of Trade Waste of 3m3/day; or 

(d) are deemed by the Water Service Provider to be high risk and a 
pre-treatment device or system is required or  

(a)(e) are Tankered Waste. 
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Term Definition 

Controlled 
Discharges 

means Trade Waste discharges that: 

(a) comply with all the physical and chemical characteristics set out in 
Schedule One; and 

(b) do not exceed a maximum volume of 3m3/day; and 

(c) are deemed by the Water Service Provider to be medium risk and 
a pre-treatment device is required. 

Council refers to Tauranga City Council – the elected member body representing 
Tauranga City. 

Discharger any Person, including a Consent Permit holder, who dischargers Trade 
Waste into the Wastewater System. 

Domestic 
Wastewater 

Wastewater (with or without matter in solution or suspension therein) of 
a domestic nature lawfully discharged from premises used solely for 
residential purposes. 

Maximum 
Concentration 

means the instantaneous peak concentration that may be discharged at 
any instant in time. 

Permit means a permit issued by the Water Service Provider in accordance with 
this Bylaw. 

Person means a Person or body of Persons whether corporate or unincorporated, 
and includes the Crown and any successor of a Person. 

Prohibited 
Discharge 

means Trade Waste discharges that that has, or is likely to have, any of 
the physical or chemical characteristics set out in Schedule Two. 

Stormwater surface water run-off resulting from precipitationrainfall. 

Tankered Waste means water or other liquid, including waste matter in solution or 
suspension, which is conveyed by vehicle for disposal, excluding but does 
not include dDomestic sewage Wastewater that is discharged directly from 
houses, motor caravans, campervans, house buses, buses and or similar 
vehicles.  

Temporary 
Discharge 

means any discharge of an intermittent or short duration. Such discharges 
include the short-term discharge of an unusual waste from Trade Premises 
subject to an existing ConsentPermit.  

Trade Premises means any business land or premises used, or intended to be used, for an 
industrial, commercial, or trade purpose, or for storing, transferring, 
treating, or discharging Trade Waste from which Trade Waste may be 
discharged to the Wastewater System.  
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Term Definition 

Trade Waste any liquid, with or without matter in suspension or solution, that is or may 
be discharged in the course of any trade or industrial process or operation, 
or in the course of any activity or operation of a like nature; and may 
include Condensing Water or Cooling Water and Stormwater which cannot 
be practically separated.means any waste that is discharged in the course 
of an industrial, commercial, or trade process or operation, or a related 
process or operation and is discharged in a Wastewater System but does 
not include any class of waste or material that has been specified to not 
be trade waste by a Trade Waste Discharge Plan. 

Trade Waste 
Discharge Plan 

Means a plan made by a Water Service Provider under section 185 of the 
Local Government (Water Services) Act 2025 (if any). 

Wastewater means Domestic Wastewater and Trade Waste. 

Wastewater 
System 

means the system for collection, treatment and disposal of Wastewater 
including all sewers, pumping stations, storage tanks, Wastewater 
treatment plants, outfalls and other related structures operated by the 
CouncilWater Service Provider. 

Water Service 
Provider 

is as defined in the Local Government (Water Services) Act 2025. At the 
date of this Bylaw, this includes a territorial authority that has not 
transferred to a water organisation all of the authority’s responsibility for 
providing water services, in relation to the water services for which the 
authority continues to have responsibility; or a water organisation to which 
a territorial authority or a regional council has transferred responsibility for 
providing water services, in relation to the responsibility transferred. 

 

These definitions apply unless the context requires otherwise. 

 

6. CLASSIFICATION AND RESTRICTION OF DISCHARGESCONTROL OF 
DISCHARGE POINTS 

6.1 Trade Waste discharges shall be classified as one of the following types: 

(a) permitted dischargeAllowed Discharges (written Consent not required), as 
outlined in clause 7; or 

(b) Controlled Discharges ; or 

(a)(c) Cconditional discharges  (written Consent required) as outlined in clause 10; or 

(b)(d) prohibited dischargeProhibited Discharges as outlined in clause 11. 

6.2 No Person may make a Controlled discharge, or a Conditional discharge to the 
Wastewater System without a Permit. A Permit is not required to make an Allowed 
discharge. 
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6.3 Council may refuse to accept into the Wastewater System any Trade Waste which 
is not in accordance with this Bylaw. 

6.46.3 No Person shall, except in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw and any Permit: 

(a) discharge or allow to be discharged, any Trade Waste in to the Wastewater 
System except in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw; 

(b) discharge, or allow to be discharged, any prohibited Trade WasteProhibited 
Discharge into the Wastewater System; 

(b)(c) add or permit the addition of potable, non-potable, Condensing Water or Cooling 
Water to any Trade Waste which discharges into the Wastewater System unless 
specific Aapproval is given in a ConsentPermit; 

(d) discharge, or allow to be discharged, waste matter in solution or suspension, 
which is conveyed by vehicle for disposal, including septic tank wastes, directly 
into the Wastewater System;   

(c)(e) add or permit the addition of Stormwater to any Trade Waste which discharges 
into the Wastewater System unless specific Aapproval is given in a 
ConsentPermit; or 

(f) dispose of solid waste which has been processed through a refuse or garbage 
grinder or macerator into the Wastewater System unless specific Approval 
approval is given in a ConsentPermit. 

 

6.4 The occupier of Trade Premises is responsible for the discharge of any Trade Waste 
from those Trade Premises (whether or not the occupier is the Discharger) and for 
compliance with this Bylaw in respect to those Trade Premises. 

6.5 The nature and level of any allowed discharge characteristic set out in Schedule One 
may be added, removed or varied by publicly notified Water Service Provider 
resolution.  

6.6 The Water Service Provider will give at least 20 working days’ notice prior to any 
amendments to Schedules One or Two. Where possible, this notice will be given in 
writing to Dischargers.  

6.7 Obtaining a Permit for any Trade Waste discharge under this Bylaw does not relieve 
the Person discharging or allowing the discharge, from any obligations to: 

(a) obtain any other permit, consent or permission for the discharge under any other 
statutory requirements; or 

(a)(b) comply with other legislation, such as the Hazardous Substances and New 
Organisms Act 1996 and the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 

7. APPLICATIONS FOR TRADE WASTE PERMITSPERMITTED DISCHARGES 

7.1 Every Discharger shall ensure that the discharge is in accordance with and in 
particular does not exceed the characteristics set in clause 8 of the Bylaw. 



Ordinary Council meeting Attachments 16 December 2025 

 

Item 11.12 - Attachment 5 Page 10 

  

 

 

 
Trade Waste Bylaw 2025    
  
  
  Page 7 
Objective Number: [to insert] 
 

Any Person may apply to the Water Service Provider to: 

(a) grant a Permit for (either continuously, intermittently, or temporarily) Controlled 
Discharges or Conditional Discharges into the Wastewater System; or 

(b) transfer a Permit for Conditional Discharges in accordance with clause 12.2; or 

(c) Vvary the characteristics specified by a Permit; or 

(d) Vvary the conditions of a Permit; or 

(e) Vvary the method or means of pre-treatment for discharge under a Permit; or 

(a)(f) waive compliance in accordance with clause 7.4 or 22.1. Clause 7.1 does not 
apply to the extent that the discharge is authorised by a consent and the 
discharger is the consent holder or is authorised by the consent holder to make 
the discharge. 

7.2 Applications under clause 7.1 must be in the form, and contain the information, 
required by the Water Service Provider and accompanied by the prescribed fee for the 
category of Permit applied for. 

7.3 Where the Trade Premises produce Trade Waste from more than one area, separate 
descriptions of the Trade Waste and the areas concerned shall be included in any 
application and the Water Service Provider may require separate applications for each 
point of Trade Waste discharge according to the different categories or conditions for 
the characteristics of the discharges. This applies whether or not the separate areas 
of the Trade Premises are part of a single or separate trade process. 

7.4 A Person may apply to the Water Service Provider to waive compliance with the 
requirement to obtain a Permit under this Bylaw on the basis that due to the nature, 
volume or other circumstances, it would needlessly affect the operation of a business 
or cause inconvenience to a Person, without any corresponding reduction of impact on 
the operation of the Wastewater System. Any waiver of the requirement to obtain a 
Permit is at the absolute discretion of the Water Service Provider in accordance with 
clause 22.1. 

7.5 In any application process for a Permit, the Water Service Provider reserves the right 
to deal with the owner, as well as the occupier of the relevant Trade Premises. 

The nature and level of any permitted discharge characteristic may be added, removed 
or varied by publicly notified council resolution. 

 
8. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF PERMITTED DISCHARGES 

8.1 Volume and flow rate 
(a) The volume discharged in any 24 hour period shall not exceed 5m3 . 
(b) the maximum instantaneous flow rate shall not exceed 2.0 litres per second. 
(c) The maximum flow rate over any 15 minute period shall not exceed 0.3 litres 

per second. 

8.2 In accordance with clause 6.3(d), the discharge of stormwater from any source is 
prohibited unless specific approval is given in a consent. 

8.3 The temperature shall not exceed 400c. 
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8.4 Solids 
(a) Non-faecal gross solids shall have a maximum dimension which shall not  

  exceed 15 mm 
(b) The suspended solids concentration shall not exceed 2000g/m3 at any time 
(c) The settleable solids content shall not exceed 50ml/l 
(d) Fibrous, woven, or sheet film or any other materials which may adversely 

interfere with the free flow of wastewater in the wastewater system shall not be 
present. 

8.5 Oil and grease 
(a) There shall be no free or floating layer of fat, oil or grease. 
(b) Trade waste with fat, oil or grease unavoidably emulsified, which in the opinion 

of council is biodegradable, shall not exceed 500g/m3 when the emulsion is 
stable at a temperature of 15°c and when the emulsion is in contact with and 
diluted by a factor of 10 by raw sewage throughout the range of ph 4.5 to ph 
10.0. 

(c) Emulsified oil, fat or grease shall not exceed 100g/m3 as petroleum ether 
extractable matter when the emulsion is unstable at a temperature of 15°c and 
when the emulsion is in contact with and diluted by a factor of 10 by wastewater 
throughout the range of ph 4.5 to ph 10.0. 

8.6 There shall be no free layer (whether floating of settled) of solvents or organic 
liquids. 

8.7 Radioactivity levels shall not exceed guidelines by the office of radiation safety code 
of practice csp1: use of unsealed radioactive material. 

8.8 No waste shall have colour or colouring substance that causes the discharge to be 
coloured to the extent that it impairs wastewater treatment processes or 
compromises council’s treated wastewater consent under the resource 
management act 1991. 

 
9. CHEMICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF PERMITTED CHARGES 

9.1 The ph shall be between 6.0 and 10.0 at all times unless otherwise approved in 
writing by council. 

9.2 The chemical oxygen demand shall not exceed a total mass of 7.5kg/day. 

[INSERT TABLES] 

9.3 If any of the limits in Tables 1 - 3 are different to the active concentration limits in 
Table 4, the lower limit becomes the permitted discharge. 

 

 
 

[CONDITIONAL DISCHARGES 

9.4 An application for Consent to make a conditional discharge must be made to council 
prior to discharging to the wastewater system, if a person wishes to: 

(a) exceed the Permitted Discharge Characteristics set out in clause 8 and 9 of 
this bylaw; or 
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(b) vary the characteristics of a Consent that has been previously granted; or 

(c) vary the conditions of a Consent that has been previously been granted; or 

(d) significantly change the method or means of pre-treatment for discharge 
under an existing Consent. 

9.5 An application under clause 10.1 must be in the form, and must contain or be 
accompanied by such information, as Council requires. 

9.6 Council may grant or refuse the application, and if granting may impose such terms 
and conditions on the Consent as it considers appropriate. 

Where a Consent is granted it will specify the name of the Consent holder who shall 
be the occupier of the Trade Premises to which the Consent relates.] 

 
10. PROHIBITED DISCHARGES 

10.1 Any discharge has prohibited characteristics if it has any solid, liquid or gaseous 
matter or any combination or mixture of such matters which by itself or themselves 
or in combination with any other matter will immediately or in the course of time: 

(a) interfere with the free flow of Wastewater in the Wastewater System;  

(b) damage any part of the Wastewater System;  

(c) in any way, directly or indirectly, cause the quality of the treated Wastewater or 
residual biosolids to be such that there is a breach of the conditions of a 
Consent issued under the Resource Management Act 1991;  

(d) prejudice the occupational health and safety risks faced by Wastewater 
workers;  

(e) after treatment be toxic to fish, animals or plant life in the receiving waters;  

(f) cause malodorous gases or substances to form which are of a nature or 
sufficient quantity to create a public nuisance; or 

(g) have a colour or colouring substance that causes the discharge from any 
Wastewater treatment plant to receiving waters to be coloured. 

10.2 A discharge has a prohibited characteristic if it has any amount of: 

(a) harmful solids, including dry solid wastes and materials which combine with 
water to form a cemented mass; 

(b) liquid, solid or gas which could be flammable or explosive in the wastes, 
including oil, fuel, solvents (except as allowed for in clause 9), calcium carbide, 
and any other material which is capable of giving rise to fire or explosion 
hazards either spontaneously or in combination with sewage; 

(c) asbestos; 

(d) tin (as tributyl and other organotin compounds); 

(e) any organochlorine pesticides; 

(f) waste that contains or is likely to contain material from a genetically modified 
organism that is not in accordance with an approval under the Hazardous 
Substances and New Organisms Act 1996. The material concerned may be 
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from premises where the genetic modification of any organism is conducted or 
where a genetically modified organism is processed; 

(g) any health care waste prohibited for discharge to a Wastewater system by New 
Zealand Standard (NZS) 4304 including cytotoxic waste, or any pathological or 
histological waste; or  

radioactivity levels in excess of the guidelines set by the Office of Radiation 
Safety. 

8. CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS, GRANTS OF PERMITS AND REVIEWS 

8.1 Within 20 working days (or as extended if warranted by exceptional circumstances by 
the Water Service Provider) of receipt of a complete application complying with this 
Bylaw the Water Service Provider shall, after considering the matters in Part One of 
Schedule Three do any one or more of the following: 

(a) advise the applicant on the classification of the proposed discharge and request 
for any additional information to process the application;. 

(b) grant the applicant a Permit, or a variation of a Permit, and inform the applicant 
of the decision and the conditions imposed on the discharge.; 

(c) approve the transfer of a Permit for Conditional Discharges; 

(d) decline the application and notify the applicant of the decision giving a statement 
of the reasons for refusal; 

(e) waive compliance and inform the applicant of the decision and any conditions 
imposed.; 

8.2 Where the Water Service Provider: 

(a) notifies an applicant that an application is incomplete, or  

(b) requests additional information from the applicant, 

the 20 working day period in clause 8.1 will be paused until the additional information 
or complete application is received by the Water Service Provider. 

8.3 rPermits may specify different requirements and conditions for different classifications 
of Trade Waste discharges and for different Trade Premises. A Permit may be granted 
subject to any requirements, conditions and limits that the Water Service Provider 
deems necessary to protect the Wastewater System or enable them to meet reporting 
obligations, including (without limitation) the conditions in Part Two of Schedule Three.  

8.4 A Person whose application for a Permit is declined may apply to the Water Service 
Provider for an internal review of that decision. The Person applying for review and the 
Water Service Provider must follow the review process in accordance with the 
requirements of sections 191 to 194 of the Local Government (Water Services) Act 
2025. 

 

9. DURATION AND RENEWAL OF PERMITS 

9.1 Permits for Controlled Discharges will be: 
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(a) issued for a period of one year; and  

(b) subject to compliance with the terms of the Permit, including payment of fees, 
automatically renewed for one year at a time. 

9.2 Permits for Conditional Discharges may be issued for a period of one or three years, 
as determined by the Water Service Provider. 

9.3 The holder of a Conditional Discharge Permit may apply to renew a Permit. 

9.4 An application for renewal of a Conditional Discharge Permit must be submitted to the 
Water Service Provider at least eight weeks before the expiry of the existing Permit. 

9.5 Subject to clauses 10 and 11, a Permit holder, who has submitted an application for 
renewal in accordance with clause 9.4, may continue to discharge Trade Waste in 
accordance with the conditions of their existing Permit until: 

(a) The Water Service Provider issues a renewed Permit; or 

(b) The Water Service Provider declines to renew the Permit. 

9.6 Where an application for a renewed Permit has not been made in accordance with 
clause 9.4, the Water Service Provider may require the Discharger to cease 
discharging Trade Waste at the expiry of the existing Permit until any new Permit is 
issued. 

10. TECHNICAL REVIEW AND VARIATION OF PERMIT 

10.1 At any time during the term of a Permit, the Water Service Provider may, after 
consultation with the Permit holder, by written notice reclassify the discharge and/or 
vary any condition of a Permit, having regard to issues such as: 

(a) changes in the quantity, nature and characteristics of the discharges; 

(b) changes in the Wastewater System; 

(c) changes in circumstances that result in condition(s) becoming inappropriate or 
unnecessary; 

(d) any apparent or actual breach of Permit conditions or any breach of this Bylaw; 

(e) changes in the Water Service Provider’s environmental policies or outcomes; 

(f) changes in resource consents for the Wastewater System; 

(g) changes in the legal requirements imposed on the Water Service Provider under 
any contract, statute or otherwise; 

(h) changes to the Trade Waste Discharge Plan; 

(i) new information becomes available. 

10.2 A Permit holder may apply to vary any condition of a Permit at any time during the term 
of the Permit by submitting an application to the Water Service Provider in accordance 
with clause 7.1(c). 
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11. SUSPENSION OF DISCHARGES OR CANCELLATION OF PERMITS ON NOTICE 

11.1 A Consent Permit holder and a Discharger must: 

(a) comply with all conditions of any relevant ConsentPermit; and  

(b) to the extent that the discharge is authorised as a permittedan Allowed 
dischargeDischarge, ensure that the characteristics of the permittedAllowed  
discharge Discharge are satisfied; and  

(c) promptly pay all fees or charges under this Bylaw which they are liable to pay. 

11.2 If a Consent Permit holder or Discharger fails to comply with clause 112.1(a), (b) or (c), 
the Council Water Service Provider may serve notice on that personPerson requiring 
them to comply within 20 working days or such longer period as the Council Water 
Service Provider in its discretion considers appropriate. 

11.3 If a Consent Permit holder or Discharger served with a notice under clause 11.212.2 
does not comply within the time specified in the notice, then the Council Water Service 
Provider may suspend or cancel the Consent Permit and/or right to discharge either 
wholly or in part. For the avoidance of doubt, this includes suspension or cancellation 
of the right to make what would otherwise be a permittedan Allowed 
dischargeDischarge. 

11.4 Council The Water Service Provider may suspend or cancel any ConsentPermit or 
right to discharge either wholly or in part, on 20 working days’ notice, if any other 
circumstances arise which, in the opinion of the CouncilWater Service Provider, render 
it necessary in the public interest to suspend or cancel the Consent Permit or right to 
discharge. 

11.5 Immediate suspension or cancellation  

CouncilThe Water Service Provider may immediately suspend or cancel any 
ConsentPermit or right to discharge, either wholly or in part, by giving to the 
ConsentPermit holder or Discharger written notice of that suspension or cancellation, 
if: 

(a) the ConsentPermit holder or Discharger fails to maintain effective control of their 
discharges or discharges any prohibited Trade Waste; or  

(b) the continuance of the discharge is, in the opinion of the CouncilWater Service 
Provider, endangering, or is likely to endanger, the health or safety of any 
person, damages or is likely to cause damage to the Wastewater System, causes, 
or is likely to cause, adverse effects on the environmenta threat to the 
environment or to public health; or  

(c) the continuance of the discharge may, in the opinion of the CouncilWater Service 
Provider, result in a breach of a Wastewater System resource consent held by 
the Council; or  

(d) in the opinion of the CouncilWater Service Provider the continuance of the 
discharge puts at risk the ability of the Council Wastewater System to comply 
with any resource consent conditions and/or requires additional treatment 
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measures to be taken or costs to be incurred in order to avoid a breach of any 
such resource consent; or 

(d)(e) the Water Service Provider is lawfully directed to cancel or otherwise terminate 
the Permit. 

11.6 If Councilthe Water Service Provider has the power under this clause to cancel or 
suspend a ConsentPermit or right to discharge either on notice or immediately then it 
may exercise whichever option it considers appropriate in the circumstances of the 
particular case. 

11.611.7 The Water Service Provider may elect to follow the notice process set out in 
clauses 11.2-11.5, and/or to serve a compliance order in accordance with section 297 
of the Local Government (Water Services) Act 2025, whichever option is available or 
it considers appropriate in the circumstances of the case. 

11.711.8 CouncilFollowing an application for the variation of a Permit in accordance with 
clause 7.1, the Water Service Provider may in its discretion reinstate any right to 
discharge or grant a further ConsentPermit to any Person whose ConsentPermit or 
right has been suspended or cancelled under clauses 1211.3, 1211.4 or 121.5, and 
with or without such conditions as it considers appropriate. In deciding whether to act 
under this clause Councilthe Water Service Provider may take into account any 
relevant matters including the steps taken by the Person to ensure that the 
circumstances giving rise to the suspension or cancellation will not be continued or 
repeated. 

11.9 Nothing in this clause: 

(a) limits the power of the chief executive of the Water Service Provider to serve a 
compliance order, in accordance with section 297 of the Local Government 
(Water Services) Act 2025; or 

(a)(b) relieves a Person of liability for any breach of this Bylaw which they may have 
apart from this clause. 

12. TRANSFER OR TERMINATION OF RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

12.1 Permits for Controlled Discharges are not transferable. Where the Person who is the 
Discharger from Trade Premises changes, the new Discharger must apply for a new 
Permit for Controlled Discharges. 

12.112.2 A ConsentPermit holder or Discharger shall not, without Approvalmust obtain 
approval from the Water Service Provider prior to: 

(a) transfering their transfer to any other Person the rights and responsibilities 
provided for under this Bylaw, and under the Consenta Permit for Conditional 
Discharges, to any other Person;  

(b) allowing a point of discharge to serve another Trade Premises, or the private 
drain to that point to extend by pipe or any other means to serve another Trade 
Premises; or  

(c) in particular, and not in limitation of the above, allow Wastewater from any other 
Person to be discharged at their point of discharge. 
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12.212.3 CouncilWater service provider will not unreasonably withhold approval to the 
renewal or transfer of a ConsentPermit for Conditional Discharges on change of 
ownership or occupation of the relevant Trade Premises if the characteristics of the 
Trade Waste remain unchanged. 

12.312.4 A Discharger shall give at least 48 hours’ notice in writing to CouncilWater 
Service Provider of any requirement for disconnection of the discharge connection 
and/or termination of the ConsentPermit, except where demolition or relaying of the 
discharge drain is required, in which case the notice shall be at least seven working 
days. The Discharger shall notify CouncilWater Service Provider of the new address 
details for final invoicing. 

12.412.5 On permanent disconnection and/or termination the Discharger may at 
CouncilWater Service Provider’s discretion be liable for Trade Waste charges to the 
end of the current charging period. 

12.512.6 When a ConsentPermit holder ceases to occupy Trade Premises from which 
Trade Wastes are discharged, any ConsentPermit granted to that ConsentPermit 
holder in respect of those Trade Premises shall terminate but without relieving the 
personPerson discharging from any obligations existing at the date of termination. 

 

13. MANAGEMENT OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

13.1 No Person shall store, transport, handle or use, or cause to be stored, transported, 
handled or used any of the materials described in 13.3 in a manner that may cause the 
material to enter the Wastewater System. 

13.2 All Persons on Trade Premises must take all reasonable steps to prevent the entry of 
any of the materials described in 13.3 into the Wastewater System, including accidental 
entry as a result of leakage, spillage or other mishap. 

13.3 The materials referred to in clauses 13.1 and 13.2 are products or wastes that: 

(a) contain corrosive, toxic, biocidal, radioactive, flammable or explosive materials; 
or 

(b) are likely to generate toxic, flammable, explosive or corrosive materials in 
quantities that are likely to be hazardous when mixed with the wastewater 
stream; or 

(c) are likely to endanger the health and safety of any Person or be harmful to the 
Wastewater System or the environment.  

 

14. TANKERED AND OTHER DISCHARGES 

14.1 No Tankered Waste may be discharged directly into the Wastewater System.  

14.2 Any Person transporting Tankered Waste must: 

(a) comply with this Bylaw and the current New Zealand Trade and Industrial 
Forum’s Liquid and Hazardous Wastes Code of Practice; 
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(b) ensure the tanker is thoroughly washed between tanker loads of varying waste 
categories to prevent cross-contamination; 

(c) where the Tankered Waste is discharged in Tauranga, ensure the Tankered 
Waste is discharged at a commercial waste treatment facility approved for 
Tankered Waste disposal by the Water Service Provider. 

14.3 Any treatment facility receiving Tankered Waste and discharging into the Wastewater 
System must have a current Permit for Conditional Discharges. 

14.4 No water used during the repair or construction of water mains maybe discharged into 
the Wastewater System, or adjacent water course without prior written approval from 
the Water Service Provider. 

14.5 Any water used during the repair or construction of water mains shall be de-chlorinated 
to the level of being an Allowed Discharge prior to being discharged into the 
Wastewater System, if approved under clause 14.4. 

14.6 Owners and operators of swimming pools may discharge pool water into the 
Wastewater System at the rate of an Allowed Discharge, once it is de-chlorinated to 
the level of being an Allowed Discharge. Otherwise a Permit or the prior written 
approval of the Water Service Provider is required for the discharge. 

 

15. TREATMENT OF TRADE WASTE AND MASS LIMITS 

15.1 The Water Service Provider may grant a Permit subject to the provision of appropriate 
pre-treatment systems. Such pre-treatment systems must be provided, operated and 
maintained by the Discharger at their expense. 

15.2 Dischargers must: 

(a) fit grease interceptors, and may be required by the Water Service Provider to fit 
permanent sink screens, in all food premises or any premises where any fat, 
grease or oil could be present in the Trade Waste discharge and comply with the 
provisions of their Permit in respect of the sizing, cleaning and maintenance of 
the interceptors. 

(b) fit inceptor traps to Wastewater discharges from Trade Premises where oils, grit 
or other pollutants are likely to be present. 

(c) refer to Part Three of Schedule Three for details of typical pre-treatment 
requirements for Trade Premises.  

15.3 All dental premises must install suitable amalgam traps on all spittoons and on sink 
wastes used for washing dentistry equipment. 

15.4 A Permit may impose controls on Trade Waste discharges by specifying mass limits 
for any characteristic of the Trade Waste. Any characteristic of a discharge with a mass 
limit imposed must also have a daily Maximum Concentration not exceeding the value 
tabled in Schedule One, unless the Water Service Provider has approved otherwise. 

15.5 When setting mass limit allocations for a particular characteristic the Water Service 
Provider will consider: 
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(a) the operational requirements of and risk to the Wastewater System, and risks to 
occupational health and safety, public health, and the ultimate receiving 
environment; 

(b) whether or not the levels proposed pose a threat to the potential, planned or 
actual beneficial reuse of Biosolids or sewage sludge; 

(c) conditions in the Wastewater System near the Trade Waste discharge point and 
elsewhere in the Wastewater System; 

(d) the extent to which the available wastewater treatment plant capacity was used 
in the last year and is expected to be used in the forthcoming year; 

(e) whether or not the applicant uses cleaner production techniques within a period 
satisfactory to the Water Service Provider; 

(f) whether or not there is any net benefit to be gained by the increase of one 
characteristic concurrently with the decrease of another to justify any increased 
application for wastewater treatment plant capacity; 

(g) any requirements on the Water Service Provider to reduce the pollutant 
discharge of the Wastewater System; 

(h) how great a proportion the mass flow of a characteristic of the discharge will be 
of the total mass flow of that characteristic in the Wastewater System; 

(i) the total mass of the characteristic allowable in the Wastewater System, and the 
proportion (if any) to be reserved for future allocations, and 

(j) whether or not there is an interaction with other characteristics which increases 
or decreases the effect of either characteristic on the sewer reticulation, 
treatment process, or receiving water (or land). 

 

16. SAMPLING, TESTING AND MONITORING 

16.1 The Water Service Provider may sample, analyse and monitor Trade Waste 
discharges, and/or may require that discharges be sampled, analysed and monitored 
by the Discharger to determine: 

(a) if discharges comply with the provisions of this Bylaw, or any conditions of a 
Permit; and/or 

(b) if discharges are classified as Allowed Discharges, Controlled Discharges, 
Conditional Discharges, or Prohibited Discharges; and/or 

(c) what fees or charges are applicable, if any. 

16.2 Where the Water Service Provider requires metering to measure the flow rate and 
volume of Trade Waste discharges, the Discharger will: 

(a) be responsible for the supply, installation, maintenance and reading of a meter 
with specifications that are approved by the Water Service Provider for the 
measurement of the rate or quantity of discharge of Trade Waste from its 


















































	Contents
	Business
	11.12  Report for the adoption of draft Trade Waste Bylaw for consultation
	Draft Trade Waste Bylaw Marked up copy

	11.13  Report for the adoption of draft Stormwater Bylaw for consultation
	Draft Stormwater Bylaw 2026 Marked up copy



