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MINUTES OF TAURANGA CITY COUNCIL 
REGULATORY HEARINGS PANEL MEETING 

HELD AT THE TAURANGA CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, L1, 90 DEVONPORT ROAD, 
TAURANGA 

ON TUESDAY, 2 DECEMBER 2025 AT 9:00 AM 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mrs Mary Dillon, Mr Puhirake Ihaka, Mr Terry Molloy, Mr Alan Tate 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Oscar Glossop (Team Leader: Animal Services), Sarah Holmes 
(Team Leader: Governance & CCO Support Services), Anahera 
Dinsdale (Governance Advisor), Caroline Irvin (Governance 
Advisor) 

EXTERNAL: Natalie Kennedy, Murray Munro, Sara Elliot-Warren, Sandra 
Conchie (Bay of Plenty Times) 

 

 

1 OPENING KARAKIA 

Mr Puhirake Ihaka opened the meeting with a karakia. 

 

2 APOLOGIES  

Nil 

 

At 9.18am the meeting adjourned. 

At 9.24am the meeting resumed in open. 

 

 

3 DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Nil 

 

5 BUSINESS 

5.1 Objection to Disqualification as Dog Owner – Ms Natalie Kennedy 

Staff  Oscar Glossop, Team Leader: Animal Services 
 
External Ms Natalie Kennedy, Ms Sara Elliot-Warren, Mr Murray Munro 
  
 
Key Points 

• Staff reviewed the events of November 13, 2024, when Ms Kennedy was walking three dogs 
in a public reserve. One of her dogs, Judah, bit a 79-year-old man, resulting in hospitalisation 
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and lasting physical and psychological effects for the victim. The incident was described in 
detail, including conflicting accounts from Ms Kennedy and the victim, and the victim's son 
corroborated the distress via a phone call during the attack. 

• Following the incident, legal proceedings resulted in Judah being euthanized and Ms 
Kennedy being disqualified from dog ownership. The court imposed a $1,000 reparation 
order and classified another dog, Taika, as menacing, requiring it to be muzzled in public. 
The panel discussed the legislative framework, the grounds for disqualification, and the 
owner's right to appeal after 12 months or escalate to the District Court. 

 
In response to questions 

• Team Leader: Animal Services noted that the team have not been actively monitoring 
whether Taika was muzzled. 

 
 
Ms Sara Elliot-Warren speaking on behalf of Ms Natalie Kennedy 
 
Key Points 

• Ms Kennedy felt she was portrayed as a bad person when she believed she was not a bad 
person and emphasised she never victim blamed. 

• Ms Kennedy, Ms Elliot-Warren and Mr Munro provided detailed statements disputing claims 
that she blamed the victim, emphasising her immediate actions to assist the victim, her 
history of responsible dog ownership, and the emotional and practical impact of the 
disqualification. They highlighted that charges against Taika were dropped, and that Ms 
Kennedy had consistently complied with animal control requirements since the incident. 

• Ms Kennedy and Ms Elliot-Warren explained the significant stress and potential reputational 
harm that publication of her name would cause, including concerns about employment and 
community standing.  

• Natalie requested timely notification of the panel's decision to avoid prolonged uncertainty, 
referencing previous delays in communication. 

 
In response to questions 

• Ms Kennedy explained her long history of responsible dog ownership, including keeping 
dogs on lead, using muzzles as required, and providing secure fencing. She explained her 
approach to walking multiple dogs, her use of two-metre leads, and her efforts to socialise 
and train her dogs. 

• Panel members raised concerns about the challenges of managing more than one dog, 
especially in public spaces, and questioned whether Ms Kennedy could safely control 
multiple animals. They discussed the specific circumstances of the incident and the potential 
risks of similar events recurring. 

 
Discussion Points Raised 

• The panel decided to issue an interim order prohibiting publication of Ms Kennedy's name 
and indicated the they would discuss with TCC Legal Team wehther there are grounds for 
the Panel to issue permanent order for name suppression. 

• The panel discussed the process for communicating the decision to Ms Kennedy to avoid 
unnecessary distress or delays. 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  RHP/25/3/1 

Moved: Mr Alan Tate 
Seconded: Mr Terry Molloy 

That the Regulatory Hearings Panel: 

(a) Considerate order that the name be suppressed in public, due to privacy reasons. 

 

CARRIED 

 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

4.1 Minutes of the Regulatory Hearings Panel meeting held on 1 May 2025 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  RHP/25/3/2 

Moved: Mrs Mary Dillon 
Seconded: Mr Terry Molloy 

That the Minutes of the Regulatory Hearings Panel meeting held on 1 May 2025 be confirmed as a 
true and correct record. 

 

CARRIED 

 

 

At 10.43am the meeting adjourned. 

At 10.48am the meeting resumed in open. 

 

4 PUBLIC EXCLUDED SESSION  

Resolution to exclude the public 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  RHP/25/3/3 

Moved: Mr Puhirake Ihaka 
Seconded: Mr Terry Molloy 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting. 

The general subject matter of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the 
reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 
48 of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this 
resolution are as follows: 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under section 48 for the 
passing of this resolution 

Confidential Attachment 3 
- 5.1 - Objection to 
Disqualification as Dog 
Owner - Natalie Kennedy 

s7(2)(a) - The withholding of 
the information is necessary 
to protect the privacy of 
natural persons, including that 
of deceased natural persons 

s48(1)(a) the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings of the 
meeting would be likely to result in the 
disclosure of information for which good 
reason for withholding would exist under 
section 6 or section 7 

 
CARRIED 

 

 

The meeting continued in open at 11am. 

 

 

5 BUSINESS CONTINUED 

5.1 Objection to Disqualification as Dog Owner – Ms Natalie Kennedy 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  RHP/25/3/4 

Moved: Mr Puhirake Ihaka 
Seconded: Mr Alan Tate 

That the Regulatory Hearings Panel: 

(a) Receives the report "Objection to Disqualification as Dog Owner - Ms Natalie 
Kennedy". 

(b) Terminate the disqualification.  

(a) Attachment 3 is to remain in confidential permanently.  

 

CARRIED 
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5 CLOSING KARAKIA 

Mr Puhirake Ihaka closed the meeting with a karakia. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 11:10am. 

 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed as a true and correct record at the Regulatory 
Hearings Panel at the first meeting held in 2026. 
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