
 

 

 

AGENDA 

  

City Future Committee meeting 

Wednesday, 1 July 2026 

I hereby give notice that a City Future Committee meeting will be held 
on: 

Date: Wednesday, 1 July 2026 

Time: 2:00 pm Hearing - Use of Council Land 
Policy Submissions 

Location: Tauranga City Council Chambers 
L1, 90 Devonport Road 
Tauranga 

 

Marty Grenfell 

Chief Executive 
 



 

 

Terms of reference – City Future Committee 
 

 
 
 

Common responsibility and delegations 
 

The following common responsibilities and delegations apply to all standing committees.  

 

Responsibilities of standing committees 

• Establish priorities and guidance on programmes relevant to the Role and Scope of the 
committee. 

• Provide guidance to staff on the development of investment options to inform the Long Term 
Plan and Annual Plans. 

• Report to Council on matters of strategic importance. 

• Recommend to Council investment priorities and lead Council considerations of relevant 
strategic and high significance decisions. 

• Provide guidance to staff on levels of service relevant to the role and scope of the committee.  

• Establish and participate in relevant task forces and working groups. 

• Engage in dialogue with strategic partners, such as Smart Growth partners, to ensure 
alignment of objectives and implementation of agreed actions. 

• Confirmation of committee minutes. 

 
 

 

Delegations to standing committees 

• To make recommendations to Council outside of the delegated responsibility as agreed by 
Council relevant to the role and scope of the Committee. 

• To make all decisions necessary to fulfil the role and scope of the Committee subject to the 
delegations/limitations imposed. 

• To develop and consider, receive submissions on and adopt strategies, policies and plans 
relevant to the role and scope of the committee, except where these may only be legally 
adopted by Council. 

• To consider, consult on, hear and make determinations on relevant strategies, policies and 
bylaws (including adoption of drafts), making recommendations to Council on adoption, 
rescinding and modification, where these must be legally adopted by Council. 

• To approve relevant submissions to central government, its agencies and other bodies beyond 
any specific delegation to any particular committee. 

• Engage external parties as required. 
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Membership 

Chair Cr Marten Rozeboom 

Deputy chair Cr Rod Taylor  

Members Deputy Mayor Jen Scoular 
Cr Hautapu Baker 
Cr Glen Crowther 
Cr Rick Curach 
Cr Steve Morris 
Cr Kevin Schuler 
Cr Hēmi Rolleston 

Mayor Mahé Drysdale (ex officio) 

Arthur Flintoff - Tangata Whenua Representative 

Non-voting members (if any) 

Quorum Half of the members present, where the number of 
members (including vacancies) is even; and a majority of 
the members present, where the number of members 
(including vacancies) is odd. 

Meeting frequency Six weekly  

 

Role 

The role of the City Future Committee is: 

• To consider strategic issues and opportunities facing the city and develop a pathway for the 
future. 

• To consider Tauranga’s strategic responses at a sub-regional, regional, and national level as 
appropriate. 

• To ensure there is sufficient land supply for housing and for commercial and industrial 
purposes. 

• To ensure there is sufficient and appropriate housing supply and choice in existing and new 
urban areas to meet current and future needs. 

• To ensure that Tauranga’s urban form and transport system enables, supports and shapes 
current and future sustainable, vibrant and connected communities. 

• To ensure there is a clear and agreed approach to achieve measurable improvement in 
transport outcomes in the medium to long-term including transport system safety, predictability 
of travel times, accessibility, travel choice, mode shift and improved environmental outcomes. 

• To enable Tauranga’s urban centres to thrive and provide a sense of place. 

• To ensure that council and partner investments in Tauranga’s build environment are 
economically and environmentally resilient. 

• To work with all key partners to enhance, protect and restore (where necessary) the wellbeing 
of our natural environment and harbour to ensure the people of Tauranga can thrive and enjoy 
the lifestyle this city provides. 



 

 

• To review and determine the policy framework that will assist in achieving the desired strategic 
and operational priorities and outcomes for the city. 

Scope 

• Development and ongoing monitoring and update of the Western Bay of Plenty Transport 
System Plan and associated programmes and network operating plans. 

• Development and ongoing monitoring and update of the Future Development Strategy and 
urban settlement patterns, including structure plans as required. 

• Development and oversight of urban centres strategies, neighbourhood plans and master-
plans. 

• Development and oversight of the Compact City programme in support of higher development 
densities and the provision of a greater range of housing options. 

• Development of City Plan changes and related matters for adoption by Council.  

• Contribution to matters related to the SmartGrowth Strategy and input to the SmartGrowth 
Leadership Group. 

• Regular monitoring of future strategic and growth-related projects including future strategic 
transport projects (i.e. projects where the project purpose definition, business case, and 
funding are yet to be in place). 

• Development of strategies, policies, plans and programmes for the medium to long term 
delivery of social, environmental, economic, cultural and resilience outcomes. 

• Ensuring that social, environmental, economic and cultural wellbeings are promoted through all 
strategic work considered by the Committee. 

• Consideration of significant natural hazards risks across the city, as they apply to current and 
future land-form and built environment. 

• Develop, review and approve policies, including as appropriate the development of community 
consultation material, the undertaking of community consultation, and the hearing of and 
deliberating on community submissions.  

• Develop, review and approve bylaws to be publicly consulted on, hear and deliberate on any 
submissions and recommend to Council the adoption of the final bylaw. (The Committee will 
recommend the adoption of a bylaw to the Council as the Council cannot delegate the adoption 
of a bylaw to a committee.) 

Power to Act 

• To make all decisions necessary to fulfil the role, scope and responsibilities of the 
Committee subject to the limitations imposed. 

• To establish sub-committees, working parties and forums as required. 

Power to Recommend 

• To Council and/or any standing committee as it deems appropriate. 

Chair and Deputy Chair acting as Co-Chairs 

• While the Chair and Deputy Chair of the Committee roles are separately appointed it is the 
intention that they act as co-chairs. 

○ Only one person can chair a meeting at any one time. The person chairing the meeting 

has the powers of the chair as set out in standing orders and has the option to use the 
casting vote in the case of an equality of votes.  

○ The rotation of the meeting chairs is at the discretion of the Chair and Deputy Chair and 
subject to their availability, however it is expected that they will alternate chairing 
meetings when possible.  



 

 

○ When the Deputy Chair is chairing the meeting, the Chair will vacate the chair and 
enable the Deputy Chair to chair the meeting. The Chair will be able to stay and 
participate in the meeting unless they declare a conflict of interest in an item, in which 
case they will not participate or vote on that item. 

○ The Chair and Deputy Chair will attend pre-agenda briefings and split any other duties 
outside of meetings, e.g. spokesperson for the Committee.  

○ The Chair and Deputy Chair will jointly oversee and co-ordinate all activities of the 
Committee within their specific terms of reference and delegated authority, providing 
guidance and direction to all members and liaising with Council staff in setting the 
content and priorities of meeting agendas. 

○ The Chair and Deputy Chair will be accountable for ensuring that any recommendations 
from the Committee are considered by the Tauranga City Council. 
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1 OPENING KARAKIA 

2 APOLOGIES 

3 PUBLIC FORUM   

4 ACCEPTANCE OF LATE ITEMS 

5 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS TO BE TRANSFERRED INTO THE OPEN 

6 CHANGE TO ORDER OF BUSINESS  

7 DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 



City Future Committee meeting Agenda 1 July 2026 

 

Item 8.1 Page 10 

8 BUSINESS 

8.1 Hearings on the draft revised Use of Council Land Policy  

File Number: A19516962 

Author: Sandy Lee, Policy Analyst 

Gert van Staden, S&P Partnerships and Facilitation Team Leader  

Authoriser: Mike Seabourne, Head of Transport  

  
  
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1. To receive submissions on the draft revised Use of Council Land Policy. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the City Future Committee: 

(a) Receives the report "Hearings on the draft revised Use of Council Land Policy ". 

(b) Receives the written submissions on the draft revised Use of Council Land Policy 
(Attachment 1) 

(c) Receives the verbal submissions from those submitters who wish to speak to their 
submission.  

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

2. The Use of Council Land Policy 2022 (the policy) provides a framework for managing the 
public use of Council owned and/or administered land, setting out what activities may take 
place and the approvals (booking, lease, licence to occupy, or licence/permit to operate) that 
are required depending on the activity. 

3. On 25 November 2025 the City Future Committee approved a number of proposed changes 
to the Use of Council Land Policy for public consultation1. Feedback on the proposed 
changes were sought from the public and key stakeholders between 11 May 2026 and 8 
June 2026 with a total of 342 submissions received2 from 329 submitters (Attachment 1). 
Sixteen submitters wish to speak to their submissions (see Attachment 2 for these specific 
submissions).  

4. The Committee are asked to hear the submitters ahead of receiving the analysis of the 
submissions in the deliberations report to follow at the City Future Committee meeting 18 
August 2026.  

BACKGROUND 

5. The policy was adopted in December 2022 with a resolution that it be reviewed in three 
years. The review commenced in mid-2025 and feedback from key stakeholders was sought 
in July and August 2025 to understand how they thought the policy was working and if there 
were any suggested improvements. Stakeholders included those who have had some formal 
approval to use council land in the past year, including: 

 

1 See the resolutions here: 
https://infocouncil.tauranga.govt.nz/Open/2025/11/CFC_20251125_MIN_2742.PDF 
2 205 through the online survey and 137 through email. 

https://infocouncil.tauranga.govt.nz/Open/2025/11/CFC_20251125_MIN_2742.PDF
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• booked users, lease and licence holders, and those with a permit/licence to operate,  

• those with an interest in how public land is used and managed,  

• Te Rangapū Mana Whenua o Tauranga Moana,  

• Council staff in business units that implement the policy.  

6. The Committee were presented with the issues and options in November 2025. The 
Committee provided direction on those issues and approved a draft revised policy for 
broader public consultation in early 20263. 

7. Public consultation commenced on Monday 11 May 2026 with the consultation being 
promoted through a media release, social media and direct emails to stakeholders.  

8. On the 13 May 2026, Little Big Markets sent an email to their database raising concerns 
about the proposed policy change for their markets, and on 20 May posted a Facebook video 
with similar concerns, encouraging the public to submit on the policy.4 Both instances 
generated notable increases in submissions.  

STATUTORY CONTEXT 

9. The Reserves Act 1977 is a key piece of legislation informing how public land is managed 
and used, in conjunction with the Tauranga Reserve Management Plan (TRMP). The reserve 
status of land held under the Act informs the types of activities that may be permitted on the 
land and protects it for its stated purpose. For land not classified as a reserve, their use and 
management are informed by the City Plan and TRMP. This policy provides guidance on the 
activities and uses of council land within statutory parameters. 

STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT  

10. This contributes to the promotion or achievement of the following strategic community 
outcome(s): 

 Contributes 

We are an inclusive city ✓ 

We value, protect and enhance the environment ✓ 

We are a well-planned city that is easy to move around ☐ 

We are a city that supports business and education ☐ 

We are a vibrant city that embraces events ✓ 

1.  
11. Reviewing the policy helps strengthen the contribution the policy makes to three community 

outcomes: an inclusive city, the valuing, protection, and enhancement of the environment, 
and a city that supports business and education. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

12. There are no financial considerations associated with hearing submissions on the draft 
revised policy. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS / RISKS 

13. There are no legal implications or risks associated with hearing submissions on the draft 
revised policy. 

CONSULTATION / ENGAGEMENT 

Consultation summary 

 

3 Public consultation was postponed by a couple of months following the 22 January 2026 weather event. 
4 See Attachment 3 for their newsletter and here for their Facebook video. 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1998195731571547
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14. The general public were made aware of the consultation on the draft revised policy through a 
media release, social media and digital ads. The public was directed to the project landing 
page on Tauranga City Council’s website which included a brief description of the policy, an 
outline of the review activities undertaken to date, a summary of the key proposed changes, 
and a link to the draft revised policy and online submission form.  

15. Stakeholders who were contacted in 2025 as well as any additional groups impacted by any 
of the proposed changes, such as kohanga reo centres, were also contacted for their 
feedback on the draft revised policy. Emails were sent with the most relevant proposed 
change to the policy highlighted, if applicable, and a link to the project landing page for them 
to submit through the online survey.  

16. Te Rangapū Mana Whenua o Tauranga Moana were informed of the consultation on the 
revised policy at their hui on 14 May 2026 and were provided a link to the consultation page 
for their feedback. Staff also met with the Policy Subcommittee on 4 June after discussions 
with Tourism Bay of Plenty regarding cultural tour operators.  

17. 342 submissions from 329 submitters5 were received and are attached (Attachment 1). 
Table one below lists the 16 submitters wishing to speak to their submission today. An 
updated schedule will be provided as the hearings.   

2. Table One 

3. Name of Submitter 4. Submission 
No. 

5. Kate Evaroa  6. 020 

7. Maaka Nelson, Papamoa FC 8. 031 

9. Chris Duffy, The Little Big Markets 10. 034 

11. Séamus Murray 12. 085 

13. Julie Paama-Pengelly, Te Tuhi Mareikura Trust 14. 123 

15. Louise Dean, Racing Tauranga 16. 232 

17. Lane Liu  18. 288 

19. Mike Chapman, Omanu Community Gardens Inc 20. 304 

21. Peter Allan Monteith, Inspired Kindergartens  22. 310 

23. Jay Banner, Mount Business Association 24. 319 

25. Jo Warren 26. 330 

27. Martin Kalabza 28. 331 

29. Hamish Carter, Oscar & Otto 30. 334 

31. Brent Warner, Mount Maunganui Lifeguard Services 32. 335 

33. Malcolm Smith, Athletics Tauranga Inc. 34. 339 

35. Crystal Pokaia & Turuki Tiananga, Pipi’s Icecream 36. 343 

Submissions summary 

18. The community were specifically asked about several of the proposed changes, including 
whether they agree with: 

a) Allowing council land to be provided for new kōhanga reo centres in the same way 
council land may be provided for Playcentres. 

 

5 11 submitters made more than one submission.  
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• A total of 185 submitters responded, 30 provided comments. Key themes raised 
included: 

- Allows fairness and equal treatment of centres that are similarly non-profit 

and parent led. 

- Allows support for Te Reo Māori education. 

- Concern about creating race-based distinctions. 

b) Amending the termination clause on community leases to a standard notice period of 
between 3 and 6 years maximum to align with the Long-term Plan 

• A total of 189 submitters responded, 25 provided comments. Key themes raised 
included:  

- Longer notice period enables planning certainty and investment into facilities. 

- Groups with large scale infrastructure or limited relocation options may need 

longer notice periods. 

- Longer notice period could limit flexibility and Council’s ability to reassess 

land use as community needs change. 

c) Excluding certain sites from the policy, specifically, airport land, TECT and Huharua 
Parks, and leases to Bay Venues Limited. 

• A total of 190 submitters responded (191 for the airport land), 16 provided 
comments. Key themes raised included:  

- Exclusions need to ensure transparency and consistent application of 

community-focused principles.  

- Exclusion of airport land is reasonable given separate legislation. 

d) Adding an additional requirement that consideration to be made to existing rate-paying 
businesses when approving new commercial activities on council land. 

• A total of 200 submitters responded through the online survey, 121 provided 
comments. Key themes raised included: 

- Opposition to subjective commercial protectionism that is inconsistent with 

the primary purpose of council land for community use. 

- Markets are community-building activities that bring vibrancy, bring foot-traffic 

and support businesses. 

- Unfair for commercial activities on council land paying minimal fees to 

compete against permanent businesses paying high commercial rents and 
rates. 

• There were also 137 emailed submissions. The key themes raised included: 

- Support for the Little Big Markets and opposition to reducing market days. 

- Markets activate public spaces, bring foot traffic that benefit surrounding 

businesses, create social connection, and contribute to the cultural identity of 
Mount Maunganui. 

- Opposition to subjective commercial protectionism and the undue weight 

given to the small number of complaints from businesses over the broader 
community benefit.  

- Any restrictions on events should be based on independent economic data, 

not subjective complaints. 

19. The community were also asked whether they had any commends or feedback on any of the 
other minor changes to the policy, including clarifying that:  
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I. maintenance work will be prioritised on sports fields over bookings,  

II. site-specific plans will inform how sports field bookings are prioritised, and  

III. written approval is required for commercial activities and community gardens on 
council land. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

20. The Local Government Act 2002 requires an assessment of the significance of matters, 
issues, proposals and decisions in this report against Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy. Council acknowledges that in some instances a matter, issue, proposal 
or decision may have a high degree of importance to individuals, groups, or agencies 
affected by the report. 

21. In making this assessment, consideration has been given to the likely impact, and likely 
consequences for:  

37. (a) the current and future social, economic, environmental, or cultural well-being of 
the district or region 

38. (b) any persons who are likely to be particularly affected by, or interested in, the 
matter. 

39. (c) the capacity of the local authority to perform its role, and the financial and other 
costs of doing so. 

22. In accordance with the considerations above, criteria and thresholds in the policy, it is 
considered that the matter is of medium significance. However, the decision to receive and 
hear the submissions is of low significance.  

ENGAGEMENT 

23. Taking into consideration the above assessment, that the matter is of medium significance, 
and that public and targeted consultation has already taken place with a wide range of 
stakeholders, officers are of the opinion that no further engagement is required prior to the 
Committee receiving submissions. 

40. Click here to view the TCC Significance and Engagement Policy 

NEXT STEPS 

24. On 18 August 2026 the Committee will be provided with an analysis of the submissions. The 
Committee will deliberate on any further changes to the draft revised policy based on the 
issues raised by submitters prior to adopting an updated policy. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. All submissions - UoCLP - A20442193 ⇩  

2. Submissions for hearings - A20456157 ⇩  

3. LBM online newsletter 13May2026 - A20538039 ⇩   

  

https://www.tauranga.govt.nz/Portals/0/data/council/policies/files/significance_engagement.pdf
CFC_20260701_AGN_3019_AT_ExternalAttachments/CFC_20260701_AGN_3019_AT_Attachment_14139_1.PDF
CFC_20260701_AGN_3019_AT_ExternalAttachments/CFC_20260701_AGN_3019_AT_Attachment_14139_2.PDF
CFC_20260701_AGN_3019_AT_ExternalAttachments/CFC_20260701_AGN_3019_AT_Attachment_14139_3.PDF
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Submissions on the draft revised Use of Council Land Policy  
11 May – 8 June 2026 

 

Responses to Q2. Early Childcare Education facilities     pg. 1 – 12 

Responses to Q5. Termination clauses for community leases    pg. 13 – 24 

Responses to Q8. Exclusions from the policy      pg. 25 – 36  

Responses to Q13. Approvals for commercial activities    pg. 37 – 69 

Responses to Q16. Other minor policy changes     pg. 70 – 80  

Emailed submissions         pg. 81 – 102 

Individual submissions: 
The Little Big Markets        pg. 103 – 106  

Racing Tauranga Incorporated       pg. 107 – 112 

Omanu Community Gardens       pg. 113 – 116  

Inspired Kindergartens        pg. 117 - 122 
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Sub # First name: Surname: Name of company / 
organisation / group that 
you are providing 
feedback on behalf of: 

Q3. Do you agree with 
this proposed change?

Q4. Do you have any comments or feedback on this change?

1 Wiremu Wiremu Strongly agree 0
2 George Swanepoel 0 Strongly disagree Council land is for the community, and this proposal is not for the community. This proposal will exclude a large portion of the 

community.
3 Dean Reef SWFS Don't know / no opinion

4 Meagan Goodchild Agree
5 Phil Scherer TYPBC Strongly agree
6 Paul Glenton Tauranga Woodcrafters 

Guild Inc
Neither agree nor 
disagree

7 Erika Harvey Youth Voices Action (YVA) Agree We support this proposed change. Kōhanga reo are not-for-profit, whānau-led, community-based centres and should be treated 
consistently with Playcentres where they provide clear public and community benefit. We support Council land being available 
for these uses where appropriate, subject to normal site suitability, demand, cultural, environmental, traffic, and community 
impact considerations.

8 Vivienne LINTOTT Strongly agree
9 Tracy Walker Strongly disagree
10 Vanessa Davis Neither agree nor 

disagree
Yes, allow it but don't add new buildings to council land, use the clubs and facilities that already exist. Upgrade and share existing 
facilities. ie. Kohangareo in the morning bowls club in the afternoon. Same carpark. No more carparks on what could be green 
space. 

11 Brent Warner Mount Maunganui 
Lifeguard Service 

Strongly agree Would propose the setting be at the maximum level of 6 years. 

12 Gretchen Hamilton Artisan and Merchant Neither agree nor 
disagree

13 Michele Delaini RUSTICA Strongly agree
14 Shona Moller Shona Moller Gallery Agree
15 Bryce Moller Strongly disagree

Q2. Early childcare education facilities 
Under section 8.8 of the current policy, Council land is not for the purpose of providing early childcare education facilities, but new not-for-profit Playcentres are an exception.
We are proposing to allow council land to be provided for new kōhanga reo centres in the same way council land may be provided for Playcentres, as they are also not-for-profit, parent/whānau led centres and operate 
like community groups.

1 of 122
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16 Tere Strickland Quest Mt Maunganui Strongly agree I support the continued and expanded use of Council land in ways that encourage families, visitors, and the wider community to 
actively enjoy Tauranga’s parks, reserves, playgrounds, and public spaces. Council land should continue evolving into vibrant, 
welcoming destinations that strengthen community wellbeing, tourism, culture, recreation, and economic activity.
I strongly support increased activation of public spaces through additional art installations, sculptures, murals, botanical 
gardens, outdoor fitness spaces, and mental health and wellbeing-focused community areas. I would also encourage further 
investment into children’s playgrounds, particularly at Coronation Park, alongside improved public amenities and additional 
parking capacity to support both locals and visitors accessing the Mount Mainstreet area.
Tauranga has an opportunity to become more innovative and experience-focused by supporting more regular community events 
and attractions on Council land, including markets such as The Little Big Markets, car club show days, carnivals, travelling fairs, 
circus events, cultural festivals, sensory installations, light displays, drone shows, and interactive public experiences. Cities 
internationally, including Hong Kong, have successfully created vibrant visitor economies through lighting, music, and 
technology-based public attractions that activate spaces both day and night.
I also support policies that encourage community-led initiatives and partnerships that create safe, family-friendly, and accessible 
environments for all age groups. Public land should be viewed not only as recreational space, but also as an opportunity to 
improve community connection, support local business activity, encourage tourism, and strengthen social wellbeing outcomes 
across Tauranga.
Overall, I support a flexible and progressive approach to the use of Council land that prioritises activation, accessibility, 
creativity, recreation, and positive community outcomes for current and future generations.

17 Adam Thomson oceanic fisheries nz ltd Don't know / no opinion

18 grant wilson Strongly disagree
20 Kate Evaroa Neither agree nor 

disagree
21 Karen Flowerday Disagree
22 Glenn livingstone Lifestyle Clothing Disagree
23 Megan Whyte Status Clothing Strongly disagree
24 Michael Galvin MJ Galvin ltd Neither agree nor 

disagree
25 Todd Morris Otumoetai Cadets 

Cricket Club
Neither agree nor 
disagree

27 Ajay Saini Strongly agree
28 Richard Kluit Bowls Matua, Otumoetai 

Sports and Recreation 
Club

Agree

29 William Roome Otumoetai Golf Club Neither agree nor 
disagree

31 Maaka Nelson Papamoa FC Agree

32 Jo Veale Strongly agree

2 of 122
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33 Thomas 
Michael

Botting Hakanini surf school Agree

35 Tabitha Taylor Strongly disagree We strongly disagree with this proposed change as it introduces a level of subjective commercial protectionism that is 
inconsistent with the primary purpose of council land: community use.  

This requirement lacks objective criteria for assessing 'impact' or 'detriment,' creating a risk that individual commercial concerns 
will be prioritised over broader public outcomes. Decisions regarding the use of public land must remain grounded in a balanced 
assessment of Public Benefit, including:
Health and Wellbeing: Promoting social connection and mental health.
Vibrancy and Inclusivity: Ensuring public spaces remain active and accessible to diverse demographics.
Economic Activation: Recognising that established community markets act as 'business incubators' and regional magnets that 
increase overall foot traffic for the benefit of all local businesses.  
Any assessment of commercial impact must be supported by independent economic or regional-impact assessments rather than 
relying on unverified complaints from competitors. Protecting the commercial preferences of fixed-premises neighbours should 
not come at the cost of the vibrant, community-focused activities that residents value.

37 Amelia Guest Don't know / no opinion

40 Tania Williamson Strongly disagree We do not need kohanga two centres there are enough play centres 
41 Emma Harvey Strongly agree
42 Hannah Filer Neither agree nor 

disagree
43 Erin Keene Little big markets Neither agree nor 

disagree
44 Julia Rutherford Strongly agree
45 Kelly Mead Strongly agree
46 tracey cooke Don't know / no opinion

50 Cambell Jones Strongly disagree
52 Shane Snowdon Strongly agree If council is truly for it's community who vote them in, Educational equality for tangata whenua is absolutely a no argument. 

Hands down, educating our future leaders wins everytime. Waiting lists for kohanga reo in our neighbourhood are long. This 
paints the obvious demand for more reo māori education centers.

53 Jackie Eades Strongly disagree These markets are a way of bringing communities together. Stall holders and the public. Please please dont let this disappear.  
Tauranga and Mount maunganui NEED this.

54 Philip Holmes Disagree
56 Dan Rae Disagree If so has to be across the board and allow for businesses to utilise on a lease or such as this gives equal opportunity

57 Karen Williamson Strongly disagree
58 Rachelle Christensen The big little markets Agree
59 Kiri Cameron Don't know / no opinion

60 Richie Mclachlan Agree

3 of 122
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62 Jason Cook Ratepayer Agree
63 Shelley Leach Strongly agree
64 Anmea Hoskin Strongly agree
65 Janice Basile Strongly agree
66 Karla Farrar Agree
67 Jasmine Stowell Neither agree nor 

disagree
Needs to be fair for all groups.

68 Heidi Hughes Strongly agree It's a fairness issue, like for like should get the same treatment
69 Breahna Robinson Strongly agree Only not-for-profit should receive council land 
70 Lara Fox 0 Agree
71 Lara Fox Thanks For The Memories Don't know / no opinion

72 Vanessa Skinner Kubaii Limited Strongly agree
73 dhaneera rajapakshe Ceylon cuisine Strongly disagree I am writing to express my disagreement with the proposed changes to the Use of Council Land Policy 2026.

Community markets like The Little Big Markets bring significant value to Tauranga. They create opportunities for local small 
businesses, food vendors, makers, growers, and families to connect and support each other. These events make public spaces 
vibrant, welcoming, and beneficial for the wider community.

As a small food business operator, markets and events are extremely important for income, exposure, and connecting with 
customers. Many small businesses cannot afford permanent commercial premises, and community events provide an essential 
pathway for local entrepreneurship and economic activity.

I do not agree that complaints from neighbouring fixed businesses should automatically be given greater priority over the broader 
community benefit these events create. Public spaces should remain accessible and supportive of community activities, not 
limited mainly to commercial interests.

I encourage Tauranga City Council to continue supporting community markets and to ensure future policies fairly balance the 
interests of local businesses, event organisers, vendors, and the wider public.

Thank you for considering my submission.

75 Erin Armstrong Neither agree nor 
disagree

77 Forde Davidson Neither agree nor 
disagree

78 Helen fraser Strongly disagree
79 Steve brown Strongly disagree Proposed daycares can purchase land like everyone else. Public land like Coronation Park belongs to the community. 

80 Silvia Avoguadra Neither agree nor 
disagree

83 Patrick Vetsch Neither agree nor 
disagree
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84 Sarah Kereti Strongly agree
85 Séamus Murray Don't know / no opinion

86 Bence Bodo Neither agree nor 
disagree

87 Rachael Kuka 0 Strongly agree
89 Catherine Lucero Strongly agree Yes it’s about time. Little Big Markets affect the retail businesses around coronation park. They should move to so per reserve or 

Papamoa since they are a destination market. Hospitality is suffering and we definitely don’t need food trucks or other retailers 
around us. We pay high rent for our stores and the markets affect us. 

90 Erika 
Zsuzsanna 

Csepan Erika's Delicacies Don't know / no opinion

91 Ora PIHEMA Strongly agree
92 Brieanne Roberts Boo & Co. Neither agree nor 

disagree
104 Rebecca Lee Strongly agree
105 Suzelle Lockhart Neither agree nor 

disagree
108 Kate Beattie-Craven Agree

111 Carla McCrostie Agree
114 Tere Strickland Quest Mt Maunganui Strongly agree Excellent proposal!

117 Amber Lynch Agree
118 Sean B Agree
121 Bryce Strong Tauranga Mens Shed Disagree I don't agree of race-based proposals.

123 Julie Paama-
Pengelly

Te Tuhi Mareikura Trust Strongly agree

127 Karen Smith Agree
129 Vivien Conway Strongly agree
131 N M Neither agree nor 

disagree
135 Rebecca Elliott Little big markets Strongly agree
137 Donna Osborn Strongly agree Seems only fair as the children are members of community and land is prohibitively expense for not for profits to establish new 

centres on 
138 Julie McDougall Agree

141 Christine Clarkson Agree
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142 Kate Shanks Strongly disagree We strongly disagree with this proposed change as it introduces a level of subjective commercial protectionism that is 
inconsistent with the primary purpose of council land: community use.  

This requirement lacks objective criteria for assessing 'impact' or 'detriment,' creating a risk that individual commercial concerns 
will be prioritised over broader public outcomes. Decisions regarding the use of public land must remain grounded in a balanced 
assessment of Public Benefit, including:

Health and Wellbeing: Promoting social connection and mental health.
Vibrancy and Inclusivity: Ensuring public spaces remain active and accessible to diverse demographics.
Economic Activation: Recognising that established community markets act as 'business incubators' and regional magnets that 
increase overall foot traffic for the benefit of all local businesses.  
Any assessment of commercial impact must be supported by independent economic or regional-impact assessments rather than 
relying on unverified complaints from competitors. Protecting the commercial preferences of fixed-premises neighbours should 
not come at the cost of the vibrant, community-focused activities that residents value.

143 Megan Jones Agree
145 Amber Wilson Strongly disagree
146 Hannah Whittle Agree
149 Mario wu urba vista Strongly disagree I am writing to express my strong concern regarding the proposed policy change that may permanently affect how often 

community markets are allowed to operate on public land.

For me personally, community markets are not just a business opportunity — they are my primary source of income and the 
foundation of my livelihood. I run a small independent business, and market trading is the main way I support myself financially.

Any reduction in the frequency or accessibility of these markets would have a direct and serious impact on my ability to earn a 
living. Unlike established retail businesses, market vendors rely heavily on regular weekly or monthly events to stay sustainable.

Beyond income, these markets also provide an important platform for small local businesses like mine to connect with the 
community, build brand awareness, and grow in a fair and accessible way.

I respectfully ask the Council to carefully consider the real-life impact this decision will have on small vendors who depend on 
these markets to survive, not just operate.

I would appreciate the opportunity to have our voices properly heard in this consultation process.
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150 Rosie Ryan Strongly disagree We strongly disagree with this proposed change as it introduces a level of subjective commercial protectionism that is 
inconsistent with the primary purpose of council land: community use.  

This requirement lacks objective criteria for assessing 'impact' or 'detriment,' creating a risk that individual commercial concerns 
will be prioritised over broader public outcomes. Decisions regarding the use of public land must remain grounded in a balanced 
assessment of Public Benefit, including:

Health and Wellbeing: Promoting social connection and mental health.
Vibrancy and Inclusivity: Ensuring public spaces remain active and accessible to diverse demographics.
Economic Activation: Recognising that established community markets act as 'business incubators' and regional magnets that 
increase overall foot traffic for the benefit of all local businesses.  
Any assessment of commercial impact must be supported by independent economic or regional-impact assessments rather than 
relying on unverified complaints from competitors. Protecting the commercial preferences of fixed-premises neighbours should 
not come at the cost of the vibrant, community-focused activities that residents value.

152 Grace Sutherland Agree
154 Hugh Egleston Don't know / no opinion

155 Ciara Kelsey Agree
160 Carla Beatrice Strongly disagree
166 Barb Sessions Strongly disagree
167 Katie Cox Agree
169 Karina Silvester Strongly disagree
170 Emilia Brown Strongly agree
172 Tom Stott Strongly disagree
176 J Harding Temptations Lingerie Neither agree nor 

disagree
179 Tom Blampied Agree
182 Dave Jaques Neither agree nor 

disagree
183 Shereena Sumeran Strongly agree

185 Mike Vermeulen Strongly disagree
186 Ben Chester Strongly disagree
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192 Karen Clarkson Strongly disagree We strongly disagree with this proposed change as it introduces a level of subjective commercial protectionism that is 
inconsistent with the primary purpose of council land: community use.  

This requirement lacks objective criteria for assessing 'impact' or 'detriment,' creating a risk that individual commercial concerns 
will be prioritised over broader public outcomes. Decisions regarding the use of public land must remain grounded in a balanced 
assessment of Public Benefit, including:

Health and Wellbeing: Promoting social connection and mental health.
Vibrancy and Inclusivity: Ensuring public spaces remain active and accessible to diverse demographics.
Economic Activation: Recognising that established community markets act as 'business incubators' and regional magnets that 
increase overall foot traffic for the benefit of all local businesses.  
Any assessment of commercial impact must be supported by independent economic or regional-impact assessments rather than 
relying on unverified complaints from competitors. Protecting the commercial preferences of fixed-premises neighbours should 
not come at the cost of the vibrant, community-focused activities that residents value.

194 Christy Arundel Neither agree nor 
disagree

195 Pamela Smith Little big markets Disagree Leave things alone
199 Larissa Cuff Sport BOP Don't know / no opinion

200 Jake Bate 0 Neither agree nor 
disagree

202 Philip Blomfield Viva Group Ltd (T/A Viva 
Travel Posters)

Neither agree nor 
disagree

205 Derrin Richards 0 Strongly agree
207 Hannah Wynn Strongly agree
208 Nicole Bath-Singh Local food trucks Strongly agree
210 Andrea MacDougall Strongly disagree

214 N C Neither agree nor 
disagree

215 Helen Fraser Bettie Monroe Agree
216 Rhyle Hanson Strongly disagree
217 Giuseppe Musca IN ITALY LTD Agree We support the use of Council land for genuine community benefit, including education and childcare services. However, any 

long-term or recurring use of public land should continue to be carefully assessed in relation to accessibility, parking, 
surrounding residents and businesses, and the overall balance of use within the area.

218 Simona Caracausi IN ITALY ltd Agree upporting community-led childcare and education initiatives can provide positive benefits for local families and neighbourhoods. 
At the same time, it is important that any ongoing use of Council land continues to consider practical factors such as traffic, 
parking, accessibility, and compatibility with surrounding activities and businesses to ensure balanced use of shared public 
spaces.

219 Moira Lomas Strongly agree Yes. Just like playcenter kohanga reo should be supported 
221 Nakita Cross Agree If it was to be "maybe" provided in the same manner as it is for playcentres I dont see why not? But my question is do Kohanga get 

provided this within how they are already funded? 
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222 Mel Read Strongly disagree I strongly disagree with this proposed change. It seems to give too much weight to protecting individual businesses, which doesn’t 
fit with the main purpose of council land, to serve the community.

There’s no clear or fair way outlined to measure “impact” or “detriment,” which means decisions could end up being based on 
opinions rather than facts. That creates a real risk that the concerns of a few businesses could outweigh what’s best for the wider 
community.

When decisions are made about public land, they should focus on overall public benefit. This includes things like supporting 
people’s health and wellbeing, encouraging social connection, and making sure spaces are welcoming and accessible for 
everyone. It also includes keeping our public spaces lively and active.

Community markets, for example, do more than just operate on a site, they bring people into an area, support small businesses 
getting started, and increase foot traffic that benefits surrounding businesses as well.

If there are concerns about commercial impact, these should be backed by proper, independent assessments, not just informal 
complaints from competitors. Protecting the preferences of nearby businesses shouldn’t come at the expense of the community 
activities that people value and enjoy.

223 Melissa Christie Strongly disagree
226 Vicky Morrow Strongly disagree I am writing in regards to the possible changes with the Use Of Council Land Policy. I am a long time resident of Tauranga having 

been born here in the 60s when downtown Tauranga was the centre of what was a wonderful community to grow up in. With all 
the character and businesses been pushed out in favour of high rises the Mount has kept its attraction. The Little Big Market has 
been a vital part of the area for 17 years now. To take that away from Coronation Park, the Locals, Tourists and Cruise Ship 
visitors would in mu opinion  be the last nail in the coffin for this town. The team at the Little Big Market are faultless in all there 
events they organize and run which I have also been a part of for 8 years. There are peoples livelihoods to take into consideration 
which bring there creativity and community spirit into every Market. Please do not take this away from a town already struggling 
after recent events. 

227 Rachel Boyte Strongly agree Like should be treated alike and this is a great opportunity to enable facilities like this 
229 Cherie Wilson Disagree
230 Ann Simon Strongly agree
231 Darren Cross Agree
233 Keith Livingstone Livingstone Property 

Investments
Strongly agree

234 Barry Coghlan Disagree
235 Clare Arnt Agree
237 Helen Rothery Tauranga Rowing Club 

Inc
Strongly agree

238 Ashleigh Spencer 0 Agree

239 Nicki O'Donoghue Don't know / no opinion

240 Wil-Riaan Engelbrecht Group Manager YMCA Strongly agree
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